AARON COPLAND

APPALACHIAN SPRING
(Ballet for Martha)

Suite for 13 instruments

BOOSEY 6HAWKES



[ meem

Published by Boosey & Hawkes, Inc.
229 West 28" Street, 11" F
Mew York NY 10001

www.boosey.com

m@m
@ Copyright 1945, 1958 by The Aaron Copland Fund for Music, Inc. Copyright Renewed.
First publication original version © Copyright 1972 by The Aaron Copland Fund for Music, Inc.

Boosey & Hawkes, Inc. Sole Publisher.
All Rights Reserved. Printed in U.S.A.

First printing 1945
Second printing with new engraving by Philip Rothman, 2012



Appalachian Spring was composed 1n 1943-44 as a ballet for Miss
Martha Graham on a commaission from the Elisabeth Sprague
Coolidge Foundation. It was first performed by Miss Graham and
her company at the Coolidge Festival in the Library of Congress,
Washington, D.C., on 30t October 1944,

The present version is scored for the original chamber ensemble
of thirteen instruments. It is a condensed version of the ballet
(identical with the original suite derived from the ballet for
symphony orchestra), which retains all essential features but
omits those sections in which the interest is primarily
choreographic. The composer authorizes for this version an
inerease in the number of string-plavers up to 8.8.6.4.2 at the
discretion of the conductor.

The action of the ballet concerns “a pioneer celebration in spring
around a newly-built farmhouse in the Pennsylvania hills in the
early part of the last century. The bride-to-be and the young
farmer-husband enact the emotions, joyful and apprehensive,
their new domestic partnership invites. An older neighbor
suggests now and then the rocky confidence of experience. A
revivalist and his followers remind the new householders of the
strange and terrible aspects of human fate. At the end the couple
are left quiet and strong in their new house.”

In 1945 Appalachian Spring received the Pulitzer Prize for music
as well as the award of the Music Critics Circle of New York for
the outstanding theatrical work of the season 1944-45.



INSTRUMENTATION

Flute
Clarinet in Bb (with ossias for Clarinet in A)
Bassoon

Piano

2 Violins I
2 Violins 11
2 Violas
2 Violoncellos
Double Bass

Duration: ca. 20 minutes
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